
OBSERVATION/SUBMISSION TO PLANNING APPLICATION
Case Reference: 324162

Conor & Caitriona Crehan

Ballydavid South

Athenry

Galway

H65NW54

To: An Coimisiún Pleanála

64 Marlborough Street

Dublin 1

D01 V902

Date: 26 May 2026

Re: Observation to the proposed development of a 220kV substation, telecommunications mast and
underground electricity cable infrastructure with associated works.

Location: Rathmorrissy, Pollnagroagh, Moanbaun, Castlelambert, Knocknacreeva, Caraunduff,
Caherbriskaun, Lisheenkyle East, Barrettspark and Cashla (Townlands), Athenry, Co. Galway

Applicant: Bord Gáis Energy Limited

Dear Sir/Madam,

We are writing to object to the proposed cable route planning application associated with the proposed gas
and diesel peaker plant; which is within 5km of our family home in Athenry.

We are a family of four and both of our children attend school near the proposed site and the cable route
would directly affect the area where our family lives, travels, and spends time every day. We are deeply
concerned about the potential impacts this project could have on the health, safety, and wellbeing of local
residents, particularly our children.

One of our children suffers from asthma, and we are especially worried about any development that could
contribute to poorer air quality, increased traffic emissions, construction dust, noise pollution, or other
environmental impacts that may aggravate respiratory conditions. The prospect of a gas and diesel peaker
plant operating so close to homes and schools raises serious concerns for vulnerable people in the
community.



Having reviewed the application documentation, I have outlined my concerns regarding the proposed
development

Emissions Impact on Residents and Vulnerable Groups

Although this application relates to the proposed substation and mast, both form part of infrastructure
required for the wider Cashla Peaker Project and the operation of the proposed gas-fired peaker plant. I am
concerned about the potential impact of emissions associated with the overall development on local air
quality and public health, particularly for nearby residents, children, older people and individuals with
respiratory conditions.

Safety Risks Near Lisheenkyle National School

The proposed cable route passes in close proximity to Lisheenkyle National School along narrow rural roads
with limited visibility and no proper hard shoulders. I am concerned that trenching works, construction activity,
increased traffic volumes and temporary traffic management measures would create additional safety risks
and disruption for children, parents and school staff, particularly during school drop-off and collection times.

Students Travelling Daily Along Affected Roads

Many students and school staff from surrounding rural areas travel daily along these local roads to schools in
Athenry by bus, car, bicycle and on foot. The road network already experiences significant traffic volumes
during school drop-off, collection and commuter periods, particularly within this expanding rural residential
area characterised by substantial ribbon development.

Insufficient Information on Cumulative Impact

In my view, local residents have not been provided with sufficient information regarding the cumulative impact
of the wider project, including traffic disruption, prolonged construction activity, environmental impacts, road
closures and long-term industrial infrastructure within established rural communities.

Conclusion

For the reasons outlined above, I believe the proposed development would have significant adverse impacts
on the local community, rural environment, farms, roads, groundwater conditions and surrounding residential
areas. In my view, the application has not adequately demonstrated that the proposed development can
proceed without unacceptable impacts on rural amenity, traffic safety, environmental protection and
community wellbeing. I do not believe the proposal represents proper planning and sustainable development,
and I respectfully request that permission be refused.



Yours Sincerely,

Name: Conor & Caitriona Crehan
Date: 26 May 2026


